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The Divine Helmsman: Lou H. Silberman Festschrift

NOTES

'A. L. Thompson, Responsibility for Evil in the Theodicy of 1V Ezra. A Study
lllustrating the Significance of Form and Structure for the Meaning of the Book
(SBLDS 29; Missoula: Scholars Press, 1977). See especially 218-235; 257-290.

2The treatment by G. H. Box, The Ezra-Apocalypse (London: Pitman, 1912),
Introduction, which also appears in abbreviated form in R. H. Charles (ed.),
APOT, Il 549-553, goes too far in source-separation. Even so, the problems to
which Box and others before him had called attention are not adequately ad-
dressed by the solution that traditional materials have been collected and given a
structural or thematic unity. More literary-critical attention is called for than is
provided by Hermann Gunkel in his often magnificent treatment of the apocalypse
(E. Kautzsch, ed., Die Apokryphen und Pseudepigraphen des Alten Testaments [2
vols.; Tiibingen: Mohr, 1900]), II 350-352. The same applies to Thompson (Re-
sponsibility for Evil 121-148) and to the treatment by I. M. Myers, [ and Il Esdras.
Introduction, Translation and Commentary (AB 42; Garden City, N.Y.: Double-
day, 1974) 119-121.

3Gunkel, APAT, 11, 342-343,

4Hab 1:2—2:4; Pss 73 and 44.

5Rev 14:1-5; Rom 11:25; Mark 13:27, etc.

5This is the great weakness of Thompson's study, in my judgment. See
Responsibility for Evil 219-220; 229-232.

"Rom 11:25-36.

SRom 5:6—6:14; 7:7-25.

9See my treatment of prophetic eschatology in ‘‘Famine in the Perspective of
Biblical Judgments and Promises,”” in George R. Lucas, Jr. and Thomas W,
Ogletree (eds.), Lifeboat Ethics: The Moral Dilemmas of World Hunger (New
York: Harper and Row, 1976) 84-99. I have also dealt with the subject at more
length in an unpublished paper titled **Christian Misreadings of Basic Themes in
the Hebrew Scriptures.””

WGunkel in Kautzsch, 11 338-339; C. G. Montefiore, IV Ezra: A Study in the
Development of Universalism (London: George Allen & Unwin, 1929) 12-16.

THE LAW AND “THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH”’
(ROM 8:1-4):
REFLECTIONS ON THE SPIRIT AND
ETHICS IN PAUL

LEANDER E. KECK
YALE DIVINITY SCHOOL, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06510

OM 8:1-4 is foundational for Paul’s ethics, no less than for his
theology. True, strictly speaking, Paul does not write ‘‘ethics™ any
more than he writes ‘‘theology’’ in the technical sense. What he says with
regard to the particulars of human behavior, such as marriage or civil
authority, is exhortation and counsel. The relevance of Rom 8:1-4 for
ethics is not immediately clear, for no particular behavior is called for or
prohibited. Nonetheless, the passage is literally ‘‘foundational,”” for what
Paul says here belongs to the foundations on which his ‘‘ethics’’ rest.

At the same time, and perhaps for the same reasons, it embodies major
issues in the interpretation of Paul. Not only are key terms mentioned—
law, Spirit, flesh, sin, death—but the passage uses them in somewhat
unusual ways. Besides, because it occurs at a transition in the Letter, how
one interprets Paul here will affect the interpretation of what precedes and
what follows. A full discussion of all these matters would exceed the
possibilities of an essay. Nonetheless, by attending to major elements
here, we will illumine important aspects of Paul’s thought which affect his
ethics.

1

(1) So there is now no condemnation for those in Jesus Christ.

(2) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me' free
from the law of sin and death.

(3) For what the law was not able to do, in that it was weakened
through the flesh—God, in sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh?

and to deal with sin®
condemned sin in the flesh*
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(4) so that ‘‘the just requirement of the law’ [RSV] might be ac-
tualized in us who live, not according to the flesh, but according to
the Spirit.

It is quite possible that v. 1 (together with 7:25b) is an interpolation or
gloss.® Advocates of this possibility rightly point out that if v. 2 were to
follow 7:25a, the flow of thought would be improved:

7:24b I am a miserable man! Who will rescue me?
25a  Thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord!
25b  So therefore I myself serve the law of God with my mind
25¢ byt with my flesh [I serve] the law of sin.
8:1 So there is now no condemnation. . . .
2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set me free. . . .

7:25bc clearly mars the flow of thought. That 8:1 also disturbs it is not
quite so clear. Since katekrinen appears in v. 3 and katakrima in v. 1, one
might infer that the motif of condemnation frames the unit. However, the
words appear to be used in somewhat different senses: in 8:3 katekrinen
refers to God’s action vis-a-vis sin, whereas in v, 1 katakrima refers to the
divine Judge’s definitive, negative verdict on human life, especially as it
has been portrayed in the preceding verses. Moreover, and more im-
portant, conceptually v. 1 stands like Melchizedek—without antecedent
or successor (despite the gar at the beginning). One suspects that once
7:25bc was inserted, a sensitive copiest realized that a transition from
7:25¢c to 8:2 was impossible (because of the gar in v. 2), and so introduced
v. 1, with an eye on katekrinen in v. 3, and perhaps on katakrima in 5:18 as
well. In any case, the difficulties of the transitions from one clause to
another are so great that one should not base the interpretation of vv. 2-4
on the present connection with v. 1. Michel’s proposal that v. 1 originally
followed v. 2 simply underlines the difficulty without solving it.®

Whereas the beginning of our paragraph is somewhat uncertain, the end
is clearly seen in v. 11. Not only does v. 12 begin afresh with *‘so
therefore™ (ara oun), but vv. 5-11 develop the theme of the concluding
phrase of v. 4. Moreover, vv. 10-11 give an eschatological outlook to
Christian existence, so that vv. 2-11 are a kind of resumé of Pauline
theology, as is Rom 5:1-11. It will be clear that our study of vv. 2-4 cannot
ignore the rest of the paragraph.

Nor can we ignore what Paul had just written, for there are several links

-
*
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between our passage and chap. 7.7 (a) Commentators point out that the
liberation mentioned in v. 2 appears to pick up the theme of 7;1-6-—the
somewhat awkward analogy of the woman who, on the death of the
husband, is ‘‘free from the law’’ (eleuthera estin apo tou nomou 71:3; ¢f,
éleutherosen me apo tou nomou tes hamartias kai tou thanatou 8:2),
Because of this connection, 7:7-25 is sometimes called an excursus."
Were 7:7-25 a true excursus, however, one would scarcely expect links
between it and our passage; yet ho nomos tes hamartias kai thanatou
clearly picks up nomos hamartias of 7:23.° (b) Moreover, 8:7 speaks of
the “‘law of God’’ as does 7:22, and the motif of *‘inhabiting’’ appears in
8:9-11 (oikein, enoikein resp.) and in 7:18,20 (enoiken, oikein, resp.),
(c) Similarly, the question, ‘**Who will rescue me?’’ (7:24) is answered in
8:2. The liberation theme of 8:2 was already announced in 6:18, 20-22,
where Paul writes rhetorically about being liberated from sin, enslaved to
righteousness. (d) The phrase ‘‘in Christ Jesus’ (8:2), whether it 18
adjectival or adverbial ' takes up a theme which first appeared in 6:11,"!
Indeed, the whole of chap. 6 is an exposition of what it means to be "‘in
Christ Jesus’’ through participation in his death. Assuming that 8:1 is a
gloss, after 6:23 “‘in Christ Jesus’’ does not appear again until 8:2. One
might even say that had Paul not first expounded this theme in chap. 6, the
phrase might well have been only partly intelligible to the Roman readers,
whom Paul had not taught personally, when they came to 8:2.

In sum, Rom 8:2-4 gathers up various themes and connects them with
motifs in adjacent chapters.

IT

It is apparent that the sentence which begins at v. 3 is extremely
awkward. We expect Paul, having written *‘for what the law was unable
todo . ..” to continue with something like ‘‘God did by sending his own
Son . . . through whom he condemned sin. . . .”" Instead, the sentence
appears to begin all over, thus turning the initial clause into an
anacolouthon in the nominative (or accusative) absolute.

On closer inspection, it appears that one reason for this awkwardness iy
that Paul incorporates a traditional phrase, which Schweizer classified as
one of the *‘Sendungstformeln’—early Christian sentences which formu-
late a christology in terms of God’s sending of his Son (pre-existence
being assumed).'* The exact wording of the traditional material is difficult
to recover.

It is instructive, however, to compare our passage with Galatians 4,
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