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Foreground Action: The Heir to the Throne
Lk.1:32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will
have no end.

Foreground Action: Jesus and Caesar
Lk.20:20 So they watched him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in order that they might catch
him in some statement, so that they could deliver him to the rule and the authority of the governor. 21
They questioned him, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you speak and teach correctly, and you are not partial
to any, but teach the way of God in truth. 22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?’ 23 But he
detected their trickery and said to them, 24 ‘Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it
have? They said, ‘Caesar’s.’ 25 And he said to them, ‘Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s. 26 And they were unable to catch him in a saying in the presence of
the people; and being amazed at his answer, they became silent.

Foreground Action: Jesus and Power
Lk.22:24 And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.
25 And he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over
them are called Benefactors.’ 26 But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you
must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant. 27 For who is greater, the one who reclines
at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the
one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29 and just as my Father has granted
me a kingdom, I grant you 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Foreground Action: Jesus, Pilate, and Herod
Lk.23:1 Then the whole body of them got up and brought Him before Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse
him, saying, ‘We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying
that he himself is Christ, a King. 3 So Pilate asked him, saying, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ And he
answered him and said, ‘It is as you say.’ 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find no
guilt in this man.’ 5 But they kept on insisting, saying, ‘He stirs up the people, teaching all over Judea,
starting from Galilee even as far as this place.’ 6 When Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man was a
Galilean. 7 And when he learned that he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who
himself also was in Jerusalem at that time. 8 Now Herod was very glad when he saw Jesus; for he had
wanted to see him for a long time, because he had been hearing about him and was hoping to see some sign
performed by him. 9 And he questioned him at some length; but he answered him nothing. 10 And the
chief priests and the scribes were standing there, accusing him vehemently. 11 And Herod with his
soldiers, after treating him with contempt and mocking him, dressed him in a gorgeous robe and sent him
back to Pilate. 12 Now Herod and Pilate became friends with one another that very day; for before they
had been enemies with each other. 13 Pilate summoned the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14
and said to them, you brought this man to me as one who incites the people to rebellion, and behold, having
examined him before you, I have found no guilt in this man regarding the charges which you make against
him. 15 No, nor has Herod, for he sent him back to us; and behold, nothing deserving death has been done
by him. 16 Therefore I will punish him and release him. 17 [Now he was obliged to release to them at the

feast one prisoner.] 18 But they cried out all together, saying, ‘Away with this man, and release for us
Barabbas!’ 19 (He was one who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection made in the city, and for
murder.) 20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, 21 but they kept on calling out, saying,
Crucify, crucify him! 22 And he said to them the third time, ‘Why, what evil has this man done? I have
found in him no guilt demanding death; therefore I will punish him and release him.’ 23 But they were
insistent, with loud voices asking that he be crucified. And their voices began to prevail. 24 And Pilate
pronounced sentence that their demand be granted. 25 And he released the man they were asking for who
had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, but he delivered Jesus to their will.

Foreground Action: The Ascension of the King
Acts 1:1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the
day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He
had chosen. 3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 4
Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had
promised, Which, He said, you heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. 6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him,
saying, Lord, is it at this time you are restoring the kingdom to Israel? 7 He said to them, It is not for you to
know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. 9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up
while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.

Foreground Action: The Apostles and the Jerusalem Council, Part 1
Acts 4:1 As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple guard and the
Sadducees came up to them, 2 being greatly disturbed because they were teaching the people and
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on them and put them in jail
until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the message believed;
and the number of the men came to be about five thousand. 5 On the next day, their rulers and elders and
scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem; 6 and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas and John
and Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly descent. 7 When they had placed them in the center, they
began to inquire, By what power, or in what name, have you done this? 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, said to them, Rulers and elders of the people, 9 if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick
man, as to how this man has been made well, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel,
that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead-by
this name this man stands here before you in good health. 11 He is the stone which was rejected by you, the
builders, but which became the chief corner stone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved. 13 Now as they
observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men,
they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man who had
been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply. 15 But when they had ordered them to
leave the Council, they began to confer with one another, 16 saying, What shall we do with these men? For
the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem,
and we cannot deny it. 17 But so that it will not spread any further among the people, let us warn them to
speak no longer to any man in this name. 18 And when they had summoned them, they commanded them
not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, Whether
it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop
speaking about what we have seen and heard. 21 When they had threatened them further, they let them go
(finding no basis on which to punish them) on account of the people, because they were all glorifying God
for what had happened; 22 for the man was more than forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had
been performed. 23 When they had been released, they went to their own companions and reported all that
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to

God with one accord and said, O Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all
that is in them, 25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, ‘Why
did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples devise futile things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand, and
the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against his Christ.’ 27 For truly in this city there
were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose
predestined to occur. 29 And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may
speak Your word with all confidence, 30 while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take
place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus. 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they
had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word
of God with boldness.

Foreground Action: The Apostles and the Jerusalem Council, Part 2
Acts 5:12 At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people; and
they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. 13 But none of the rest dared to associate with them;
however, the people held them in high esteem. 14 And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of
men and women, were constantly added to their number, 15 to such an extent that they even carried the sick
out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might
fall on any one of them. 16 Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming
together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed. 17
But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were
filled with jealousy. 18 They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail. 19 But during the
night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said, 20 Go, stand and
speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life. 21 Upon hearing this, they entered into
the temple about daybreak and began to teach. Now when the high priest and his associates came, they
called the Council together, even all the Senate of the sons of Israel, and sent orders to the prison house for
them to be brought. 22 But the officers who came did not find them in the prison; and they returned and
reported back, 23 saying, We found the prison house locked quite securely and the guards standing at the
doors; but when we had opened up, we found no one inside. 24 Now when the captain of the temple guard
and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them as to what would come of
this. 25 But someone came and reported to them, The men whom you put in prison are standing in the
temple and teaching the people! 26 Then the captain went along with the officers and proceeded to bring
them back without violence (for they were afraid of the people, that they might be stoned). 27 When they
had brought them, they stood them before the Council. The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, We
gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, We must
obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by
hanging Him on a cross. 31 He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to
grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him. 33 But when they heard this, they were cut to
the quick and intended to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by
all the people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time. 35 And he
said to them, Men of Israel, take care what you propose to do with these men. 36 For some time ago
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a group of about four hundred men joined up with him. But
he was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas of
Galilee rose up in the days of the census and drew away some people after him; he too perished, and all
those who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men
and let them alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; 39 but if it is of God, you will
not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God. 40 They took his
advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of
Jesus, and then released them. 41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing
that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 And every day, in the temple and
from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

Foreground Action: The Ethiopian Official
Acts 8:26 But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, Get up and go south to the road that descends
from Jerusalem to Gaza. (This is a desert road.) 27 So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he
had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, Go up and join this chariot. 30 Philip ran up and heard him
reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, Do you understand what you are reading? 31 And he said, Well, how
could I, unless someone guides me? And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage
of Scripture which he was reading was this: He was led as a sheep to slaughter, and as a lamb before its
shearer is silent, so he does not open his mouth. 33 In humiliation his judgment was taken away; who will
relate his generation? For his life was removed from the earth. 34 The eunuch answered Philip and said,
Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else? 35 Then Philip opened
his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. 36 As they went along the road they
came to some water; and the eunuch said, Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized? 37 [And
Philip said, If you believe with all your heart, you may. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.] 38 And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water,
Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he
came to Caesarea.

Foreground Action: God’s Instrument to the Kings
Acts 9:13 But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to
Your saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your
name.’ 15 But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s
sake.’

Foreground Action: Is Herod the Great Divine?
Acts 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to
mistreat them. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword. 3 When he saw that it
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4
When he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him to four squads of soldiers to guard him,
intending after the Passover to bring him out before the people. 5 So Peter was kept in the prison, but
prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God. 6 On the very night when Herod was about
to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in front
of the door were watching over the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared and a
light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s side and woke him up, saying, Get up quickly. And his chains
fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, Gird yourself and put on your sandals. And he did so. And
he said to him, Wrap your cloak around you and follow me. 9 And he went out and continued to follow,
and he did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10
When they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which
opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel departed
from him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, Now I know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His
angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting. 12 And
when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was also called Mark, where
many were gathered together and were praying. 13 When he knocked at the door of the gate, a servant-girl
named Rhoda came to answer. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her joy she did not open
the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate. 15 They said to her, You are
out of your mind! But she kept insisting that it was so. They kept saying, It is his angel. 16 But Peter

continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him and were amazed. 17 But
motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had led him out of the
prison. And he said, Report these things to James and the brethren. Then he left and went to another place.
18 Now when day came, there was no small disturbance among the soldiers as to what could have become
of Peter. 19 When Herod had searched for him and had not found him, he examined the guards and ordered
that they be led away to execution. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and was spending time
there. 20 Now he was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon; and with one accord they came to him,
and having won over Blastus the king’s chamberlain, they were asking for peace, because their country was
fed by the king’s country. 21 On an appointed day Herod, having put on his royal apparel, took his seat on
the rostrum and began delivering an address to them. 22 The people kept crying out, The voice of a god and
not of a man! 23 And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory,
and he was eaten by worms and died. 24 But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied.

Foreground Action: There is Another King, Jesus
Acts 17:1 Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to
suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ. 4
And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-fearing
Greeks and a number of the leading women. 5 But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some
wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of
Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people. 6 When they did not find them, they began
dragging Jason and some brethren before the city authorities, shouting, These men who have upset the
world have come here also; 7 and Jason has welcomed them, and they all act contrary to the decrees of
Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.

Foreground Action: Paul and Gallio, the Proconsul of Achaia
Acts 18:1 After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a
native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded
all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to them, 3 and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them
and they were working, for by trade they were tent-makers. 4 And he was reasoning in the synagogue every
Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from
Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus
was the Christ. 6 But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, Your
blood be on your own heads! I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles. 7 Then he left there and
went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to the
synagogue. 8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and many
of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul in the
night by a vision, Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; 10 for I am with
you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city. 11 And he settled
there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 12 But while Gallio was proconsul of
Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat, 13
saying, This man persuades men to worship God contrary to the law. 14 But when Paul was about to open
his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or of vicious crime, O Jews, it would be
reasonable for me to put up with you; 15 but if there are questions about words and names and your own
law, look after it yourselves; I am unwilling to be a judge of these matters. 16 And he drove them away
from the judgment seat. 17 And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began
beating him in front of the judgment seat. But Gallio was not concerned about any of these things.

Foreground Action: Paul, the Jews, and Felix

Acts 24:1 After five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders, with an attorney named
Tertullus, and they brought charges to the governor against Paul. 2 After Paul had been summoned,
Tertullus began to accuse him, saying to the governor, Since we have through you attained much peace,
and since by your providence reforms are being carried out for this nation, 3 we acknowledge this in every
way and everywhere, most excellent Felix, with all thankfulness. 4 But, that I may not weary you any
further, I beg you to grant us, by your kindness, a brief hearing. 5 For we have found this man a real pest
and a fellow who stirs up dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect
of the Nazarenes. 6 And he even tried to desecrate the temple; and then we arrested him. [We wanted to
judge him according to our own Law. 7 But Lysias the commander came along, and with much violence
took him out of our hands, 8 ordering his accusers to come before you.] By examining him yourself
concerning all these matters you will be able to ascertain the things of which we accuse him. 9 The Jews
also joined in the attack, asserting that these things were so. 10 When the governor had nodded for him to
speak, Paul responded: Knowing that for many years you have been a judge to this nation, I cheerfully
make my defense, 11 since you can take note of the fact that no more than twelve days ago I went up to
Jerusalem to worship. 12 Neither in the temple, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city itself did they find me
carrying on a discussion with anyone or causing a riot. 13 Nor can they prove to you the charges of which
they now accuse me. 14 But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve
the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the
Prophets; 15 having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 16 In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a
blameless conscience both before God and before men. 17 Now after several years I came to bring alms to
my nation and to present offerings; 18 in which they found me occupied in the temple, having been
purified, without any crowd or uproar. But there were some Jews from Asia- 19 who ought to have been
present before you and to make accusation, if they should have anything against me. 20 Or else let these
men themselves tell what misdeed they found when I stood before the Council, 21 other than for this one
statement which I shouted out while standing among them, For the resurrection of the dead I am on trial
before you today.’ 22 But Felix, having a more exact knowledge about the Way, put them off, saying,
When Lysias the commander comes down, I will decide your case. 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion
for him to be kept in custody and yet have some freedom, and not to prevent any of his friends from
ministering to him. 24 But some days later Felix arrived with Drusilla, his wife who was a Jewess, and sent
for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 But as he was discussing righteousness, selfcontrol and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, Go away for the present, and when I
find time I will summon you. 26 At the same time too, he was hoping that money would be given him by
Paul; therefore he also used to send for him quite often and converse with him. 27 But after two years had
passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, and wishing to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul
imprisoned.

Foreground Action: Paul, Festus, and Agrippa
Acts 25:1 Festus then, having arrived in the province, three days later went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea.
2 And the chief priests and the leading men of the Jews brought charges against Paul, and they were urging
him, 3 requesting a concession against Paul, that he might have him brought to Jerusalem (at the same time,
setting an ambush to kill him on the way). 4 Festus then answered that Paul was being kept in custody at
Caesarea and that he himself was about to leave shortly. 5 Therefore, he said, let the influential men among
you go there with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them prosecute him. 6 After he had
spent not more than eight or ten days among them, he went down to Caesarea, and on the next day he took
his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. 7 After Paul arrived, the Jews who had come down
from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him which they could not
prove, 8 while Paul said in his own defense, I have committed no offense either against the Law of the Jews
or against the temple or against Caesar. 9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and
said, Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me on these charges? 10 But Paul said, I
am standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought to be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you
also very well know. 11 If, then, I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, I do not
refuse to die; but if none of those things is true of which these men accuse me, no one can hand me over to
them. I appeal to Caesar. 12 Then when Festus had conferred with his council, he answered, You have

appealed to Caesar, to Caesar you shall go. 13 Now when several days had elapsed, King Agrippa and
Bernice arrived at Caesarea and paid their respects to Festus. 14 While they were spending many days
there, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying, There is a man who was left as a prisoner by Felix; 15
and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews brought charges against him,
asking for a sentence of condemnation against him. 16 I answered them that it is not the custom of the
Romans to hand over any man before the accused meets his accusers face to face and has an opportunity to
make his defense against the charges. 17 So after they had assembled here, I did not delay, but on the next
day took my seat on the tribunal and ordered the man to be brought before me. 18 When the accusers stood
up, they began bringing charges against him not of such crimes as I was expecting, 19 but they simply had
some points of disagreement with him about their own religion and about a dead man, Jesus, whom Paul
asserted to be alive. 20 Being at a loss how to investigate such matters, I asked whether he was willing to
go to Jerusalem and there stand trial on these matters. 21 But when Paul appealed to be held in custody for
the Emperor’s decision, I ordered him to be kept in custody until I send him to Caesar. 22 Then Agrippa
said to Festus, I also would like to hear the man myself. Tomorrow, he said, you shall hear him. 23 So, on
the next day when Agrippa came together with Bernice amid great pomp, and entered the auditorium
accompanied by the commanders and the prominent men of the city, at the command of Festus, Paul was
brought in. 24 Festus said, King Agrippa, and all you gentlemen here present with us, you see this man
about whom all the people of the Jews appealed to me, both at Jerusalem and here, loudly declaring that he
ought not to live any longer. 25 But I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death; and since he
himself appealed to the Emperor, I decided to send him. 26 Yet I have nothing definite about him to write
to my lord. Therefore I have brought him before you all and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that
after the investigation has taken place, I may have something to write. 27 For it seems absurd to me in
sending a prisoner, not to indicate also the charges against him.
Acts 26:1 Agrippa said to Paul, You are permitted to speak for yourself. Then Paul stretched out his hand
and proceeded to make his defense: 2 In regard to all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, I
consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that I am about to make my defense before you today; 3
especially because you are an expert in all customs and questions among the Jews; therefore I beg you to
listen to me patiently. 4 So then, all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the
beginning was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem; 5 since they have known about me for a long
time, if they are willing to testify, that I lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion. 6
And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; 7 the promise to
which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day. And for this hope, O
King, I am being accused by Jews. 8 Why is it considered incredible among you people if God does raise
the dead? 9 So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. 10 And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons,
having received authority from the chief priests, but also when they were being put to death I cast my vote
against them. 11 And as I punished them often in all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blaspheme;
and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign cities. 12 While so engaged as I
was journeying to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests, 13 at midday, O King,
I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who were
journeying with me. 14 And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the
Hebrew dialect, Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 15
And I said, Who are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But get up
and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not
only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; 17 rescuing you
from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they
may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness
of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’ 19 So, King Agrippa, I
did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and
also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should
repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance. 21 For this reason some Jews seized
me in the temple and tried to put me to death. 22 So, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day
testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take
place; 23 that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the
first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles. 24 While Paul was saying this in his

defense, Festus said in a loud voice, Paul, you are out of your mind! Your great learning is driving you
mad. 25 But Paul said, I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I utter words of sober truth. 26
For the king knows about these matters, and I speak to him also with confidence, since I am persuaded that
none of these things escape his notice; for this has not been done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you
believe the Prophets? I know that you do. 28 Agrippa replied to Paul, In a short time you will persuade me
to become a Christian. 29 And Paul said, I would wish to God, that whether in a short or long time, not
only you, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as I am, except for these chains. 30 The
king stood up and the governor and Bernice, and those who were sitting with them, 31 and when they had
gone aside, they began talking to one another, saying, This man is not doing anything worthy of death or
imprisonment. 32 And Agrippa said to Festus, This man might have been set free if he had not appealed to
Caesar.

Foreground Action: Paul Awaiting Trial in Rome
Acts 28:16 When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who was
guarding him. 17 After three days Paul called together those who were the leading men of the Jews, and
when they came together, he began saying to them, Brethren, though I had done nothing against our people
or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the
Romans. 18 And when they had examined me, they were willing to release me because there was no
ground for putting me to death. 19 But when the Jews objected, I was forced to appeal to Caesar, not that I
had any accusation against my nation. 20 For this reason, therefore, I requested to see you and to speak
with you, for I am wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel. 21 They said to him, We have
neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren come here and reported or
spoken anything bad about you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what your views are; for concerning this
sect, it is known to us that it is spoken against everywhere. 23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came
to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the
kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the
Prophets, from morning until evening. 24 Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others
would not believe. 25 And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had
spoken one parting word, The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, 26
saying,’Go to this people and say, ‘You will keep on hearing, but not understanding, and you will keep on
seeing, but will not perceive; 27 for the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they
scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes; otherwise they might see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them.’’ 28 Therefore let it be known to
you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen. 29 [When he had spoken
these words, the Jews departed, having a great dispute among themselves.] 30 And he stayed two full years
in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, 31 preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered.

The Kingship of Jesus

Jesus’ Enthronement Prophecied

Jesus’ Enthronement Realized

Luke 1:32 – 33

Acts 1:9

‘He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High; and the
Lord God will give Him the throne
of His father David; and He will
reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and His kingdom will have
no end.’ (Lk.1:32-33)

‘And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they
were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.’ (Acts
1:9)
Hebrew derivation: The Son of Man comes up on a cloud to be
enthroned (Daniel 7:13)
Confrontation with Roman mythology: The spirits of dead Roman
emperors were said to ‘ascend’ to heaven and join the pantheon of
gods (e.g. Seneca’s parody Apocolocyntosis, where Claudius’ spirit
is said to arrive in heaven as a pumpkin)

Text

Ruler

What Happens to this Ruler? What Does This Mean For Rulers?

4:1-31

5:12-42

8:26-40

9:13-16

12:1-24

17:1-7

18:1-17

24:1-27

25:1-27

26:1-32

28:16-31

‘These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come
here…defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, Jesus.’ (Acts
17:6 – 7)

